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Improvident thrift 


To three national organizations—the Association of State and Territorial 
Health Officers, American Venereal Disease Association and American Social 


Hygiene Association—a drastic cut in the federal budget for VD control seems 


dangerous in the extreme. 


Syphilis increased last year in 15 states and the District of Columbia, gonor- 
rhea in 17 states and the District. Apparently without regard for such danger 


signals. the federal government proposes to slash funds for VD control more 
than 76°% in two years—from $9,800,000 in 1953, to $5,000,000 in 1954, to 


$2.300.000 for 1955. 


Let us not fool ourselves: complete control of venereal disease is far from 


imminent. We are now tailing to find more than three-fourths of the syphilis in 


our country in its early, infectious stage. By failing to find and treat infectious 


cases we are contributing to the “deficiencies in health protection” to which the 


President referred in his New Year's report to the nation. 


According to the best estimates, there are now over 2.000.000 individuals in 


the United States who need treatment for syphilis. Syphilis, not only an acute 


communicable disease. can also cause heart trouble. diseases of the joints, 


mental illness and blindness. four of the chronic health problems the President 


particularly stressed. 


In addition, almost a quarter of a million gonorrhea cases were reported last 


year. These plus the large reservoir of undiagnosed cases constitute another 


serious health threat, especially to women of child-bearing age. Gonorrhea 


can cause blindness and arthritis. 
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Except for measles syphilis and gonorrhea lead the list of reportable com- 


municable diseases in the United States. 


Now is no time to cut our VD program so drastically. We're drafting young 
men and sending them off to training camps. The budget cut last year neces- 
sitated a sizable decrease in health services near military installations. The 
proposed additional cut will all but wipe out such projects. 

\ time of mobilization. which always carries the threat of a resurgence of 
VD. is no time for our federal government to abdicate any part of its responsi- 
bility for providing health facilities that help protect servicemen from venereal 


disease. 


Pioneers! O Pioneers! 


The people in social hygiene today are advancing—with spirit and imagina- 
tion—along a front defined for them 40 years ago by a group of pioneering 
ereats ... Jane Addams. Cardinal Gibbons. Charles W. Eliot. Felix M. Warburg. 
to mention a few. Men and women like these. reflecting the diversity of Ameri- 


can leadership. gave the early social hygiene movement stature and confidence. 


Humanitarians all, they took up an unpopular cause. They saw and defined 
social problems needing solution and devised a broad program for correcting 


social ills. preventing disease and banishing ignorance and superstition. 


From time to time the JourRNAL plans to publish profiles of these early social 
hygiene leaders . . . to shed light on their personalities and on their essential 


f the American Social Hygiene 


contributions to the philosophy and function « 
\ssociation. Featured first is James Bronson Reynolds. uncompromising leadet 


in the fieht against commercialized prostitution. 
| 


Walt Whitman put it well. From Reynolds and others like him “we take 


up the task eternal. and the burden and the lesson.” 
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VD prevention—a dual job 


Law and health combine forces 


by A. Frank Brewer, M.D. 


There is a long tradition of cooperation between law enforcement and health 
agencies in the treatment and epidemiology of disease. This tradition goes 
back almost to time immemorial, but we can start with the Roman Empire when 

as Sanger recounts in his History of Prostitution—Nero appointed 14 


physicians as physicians of the poor. 


Most of the diseases these physicians treated were directly traceable to 
prostitution. Since the police regulated prostitution, they referred most of the 
sick to physicians. Whether or not these were actually venereal disease cases 
is beside the point. The duties of the police were to prevent the spread of 
infections among the people and to protect the ruling class from these infections 


as much as possible. 


While prostitution was an accepted part of society in most of the nations of 
the world from pre-Roman until Christian times. the western concept of 
Christianity precludes the toleration of prostitution . . . since belief in’ the 
rights of the individual and the ideal of monogamy are basic features of the 
Judeo-Christian moral code. Every study of prostitution—-from Duchatelet’s 
classic to W. W. Sanger’s study of conditions in New York and other American 


cities—has concluded that prostitution and the spread of venereal disease go 


hand in hand. Until the last several vears it has been axiomatic health ee 


department experience that houses of prostitution cannot operate longer than 


two weeks without giving rise to cases of venereal disease. 


Qur modern venereal disease laws were based on this premise. for they 


delegated te the health departments the suppression of prostitution, Under 


Section 2636 of the regulations of the California State Board of Health. Section 


E—“Each health officer shall take every proper means of repressing prostitu- 


tion inasmuch as it is the most prolific source of the venereal diseases.” 


Prostitutes and VD 


In those countries were prostitution was licensed—for instance, France 
until very recently the police had on their payroll physicians whose duty was 
to keep prostitutes free from venereal infections. A tradition grew up that 
inspected houses of prostitution could be kept free of venereal diseases. This 
concept still misleads many people who do not understand the inaccuracy of 


venereal disease diagnosis in both men and women. 


While the percentage of known infections traceable to known prostitutes has 
rapidly changed in the last 10 years. we still know that one of the endemic 
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sources of venereal infection is prostitutes. Therefore. local health officers 
throughout California have continuously asked that houses of prostitution be 


closed and that prostitution be suppressed to the fullest extent of the law. 


In a survey at the height of our increase in venereal diseases in 1946, 3,324 
cases (out of 16.642 giving contact information) named prostitutes as their 
source of infection. From January through September of 1947, 2,738 cases 
of venereal disease out of 18.283 contact reports arose from prostitutes. During 
1952, 1.394 cases of venereal disease—out of 14,820 contacts reported—named 
prostitutes as their source of infection. How many other cases were spread 
by prostitutes who were not named as prostitutes or how many cases were 
undiagnosed and uninvestigated because of lack of information are unknown 


factors that would certainly add to the totals. 


\ study in Sacramento in 1941 and 1942 indicated that 70°: of all recently 
acquired infections came directly from known prostitutes, and statewide tabu- 
lations indicated 50°° of all named contacts were prostitutes. Our month-by- 
month tabulations now indicate that only 9°¢ of VD infections arise from known 
prostitutes. It is apparent that there has been, as previously noted, a marked 
change in the percentage of infectious venereal diseases arising from prosti- 


tution ... and this in itself indicates cooperation between law enforcement and 


health department activities in California. 

Procedures in accomplishing this goal came about when members of the 
state health department met on June 18, 1946, with the Governor’s law enforce- 
ment advisory committee to discuss mutual problems in the control of venereal 
disease. Chiefs of police, district attorneys. judges and sheriffs were present 

and representing the state health department were the director of public 
health. the chief of preventive medical services and the chief of the VD bureau. 
To bring about more effective cooperation of health and law enforcement agencies 
VD control. the Governors advisory group recommended that there be 


in 
disease control committee composed 


established in each community a venereal 
of the health officer, district attorney or city attorney, one or more judges. 


chief of police and sheriff. 
The law enforcement group also recommended that these community com- 
The health 


mittees meet once a month to discuss venereal disease problems. 
officer should at that time present information on the increase or decrease in 


Merced County (Calif.) health officer; 
special consultant to the U. S. Indian 
Service; visiting lecturer at the 
University of California. 


A. Frank Brewer, M.D. 
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cases where prostitution is the source of the infection . . . and indicate the 
places, such as bars, taverns, hotels and rooming houses, which patients named 
frequently as places where they met persons named as sources of infection or 
where their exposure to infection took place. The health officer should also 
summarize evidence on houses of prostitution. There should, of course, be no 
delay in the transmission of such information when a particular problem arises. 


\bout five of these councils were formed in California after this meeting 
and other meetings with local health departments. At least one has acted 


continuously since that time. 


\t a state conference of district attorneys and sheriffs called by the attorney 
general in December of 1947, the chief of the bureau of venereal diseases 
called attention to the problem of prostitution and venereal disease control in 
California . . . and the group immediately complained that local health depart- 
ments had not cooperated in notifying them about possible prostitutes or houses 
of prostitution operating in the state. Immediately all health departments in 
the state were contacted, first through two general meetings—one in the north 
and one in the south—and then individually, and agreements were worked out 


to notify law enforcement agencies about prostitutes or houses of prostitution. 


Police chief and health department 
We agreed that whenever a diagnosed case of venereal disease in a public 

health jurisdiction indicated a prostitute or house of prostitution as the possible 
source of infection, the health department would notify the chief of police in 
whose jurisdiction the infection arose. Names were not given in this notifica- 

tion, merely the fact that a known prostitute in a certain circumscribed area 

or an alleged house of prostitution at a specific address was a source of a case 

of venereal disease. Copies of this letter were to go to the sheriff of the county 


and to the county attorney, and one copy would go to the state health department. 
which would tabulate these reports weekly and send them to the attorney 
general's office. In this way current information would be available to all law 


enforcement people about alleged houses of prostitution. 


This system has been in effect continuously since that time and has worked 
quite satisfactorily, although not all counties report according to the agreement. 
Many of them, however. have local conferences with law enforcement agencies 
weekly or monthly to give them information. This system seemingly has 
worked to the advantage of the health departments—for evidence of red-light 


abatement action proceedings and the closing of houses has come to our atten- 


tion because of these notifications. 


In 1941. before this measure, the state health department. cooperating with 
the local health departments. had tabulated from epidemiological sheets every 


bar. tavern, hotel and house of prostitution named as a source of infection or 


exposure. These tabulations were sent to the local health departments monthly 


and then in most instances were turned over to local police authorities so that 


they would know not only the houses of prostitution which gave rise to civilian 
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reflects 


promiscuity. 


and military infections, but also the bars and taverns operating against the 


health and welfare of the community so far as VD was concerned. Army 


and Navy disciplinary boards also immediately used these reports along with 


military police reports on places unfit for servicemen to patronize. 


Together these two measures have been very effective in curtailing prosti- 
tution in California. A report from one health officer indicated that he felt 
this was one of the best means of cooperating to suppress prostitution. Another 
wrote that he believed a local venereal disease control board was one of the 
best methods of cooperation. Twice since these activities were established the state 
health department has contacted every sheriff in the state to find out how effective 
this cooperative plan has been... and each time after free discussion of the 
problem it was agreed that this was one of the best means yet devised in helping 


to control prostitution. 


Jail sentences or fines 


One of the problems law enforcement people continuously complained about, 
however, was that fines were inadequate for persons guilty of deriving profit 
from prostitution and that there was a habit in certain areas of suspending fines 


or jail sentences and floating individuals out of town. 


* 
~ 
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In conferences with the law enforcement peeple the Governor's council recom- 
that heavy jail sentences be given to all prostitutes and 


mended other policies 
to all others, including property-owners, who derive profit from prostitution, 


and that in no instance a suspended sentence be given on condition that the 


defendant leave the community . .. since we then have floaters that move on 


to another town where they continue to spread disease. 


It was also pointed out that plans for repressing prostitution must consider 
the social welfare. mental health and physical well-being of the women and 
girls involved. so that the institution is attacked, not the human beings 


who happen to live within it. San Francisco led the way in California when 


it established a psychiatric clinie and a special women’s court to deal with 
These two institutions preceded the general 


problem cases and rehabilitation. 
agreements of the two meetings | mentioned, and many communities had moved 


toward this sort of program before these agreements were reached. 


Customarily California’s law enforcement agencies have cooperated with 


health departments for the physical examination of all prostitutes and promiscu- 


ous girls named as possible sources of infection and jailed for one reason or 
In California a health department physician usually makes this exami- 


another. 
nation, though in many cities a city physician or a physician attached to the 


police department makes it. 


Epidemiology is the study of disease and the circumstances under which 


it occurs. It includes the consideration of causes. incidence and prevalence. 
Epidemiological methods investigate the cause of disease, frequency of occur- 
rence and mode of spread. When properly applied, epidemiology and epidemio- 
logical methods lead to an understanding of the plain facts concerning 


communicable disease prevention and intelligently directed community control 


efforts. 


The houses must be closed 
Since the venereal diseases are spread only by intimate contact and par- 


ticularly by sex contact. their control depends in great part on intelligently 


directed community effort. Their control depends entirely on the relationships 


among the causative agent. the person infected and the environment. Many 


factors vary these relationships. but man can bring about changes in his environ- 
This is one of the reasons that control 


ment if he purposefully regulates it. 
of venereal diseases in this country depends not only on active case-finding 


mechanisms. education and the availability of diagnostic and treatment centers. 


but to a great extent on the control of the infected individual in his environment. 


Since it is axiomatic that promiscuous individuals. prostitutes particularly, 


are highly infected, a complete control program cannot hope to be successful 


with tolerated prostitution, which continuously spreads these diseases regardless 
of how assiduous the health department may be in ferreting them out and 
treating known cases. Since the human being is the sole reservoir of venereal 


disease infection its transmission depends on the habits and customs of the 
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population. High prevalence and high incidence rates are a reflection of high 
promiscuity rates, since the frequency of infection varies directly with the 


frequency of exposure to the infecting organism. 


Various studies have proved this: 


@ The Army study, “U.S. Army Experiences in Venereal Disease Control 
in the European Theater of Operations.” by Paul Padget, M.D.. of the 
prostitutes in the brothels established by the Germans in Paris, in the 
{merican Journal of Syphilis, Gonorrhea and Venereal Diseases for 


May, 1945. 


“Social Protection in Hawaii,” by William F. Snow, M.D.. and others. in 


the Journal of Social Hygiene for February. 1946. 


“The Facilitation Process and Venereal Disease Control.” by Donald H. 
Williams, M.D., in the Journal of Venereal Disease Information for 


September. 1943. 


These all indicate that where an open policy of prostitution exists venereal 


disease rates are much higher than in a “clean” town. Houses of prostitution 


in California have been known to expose as many as 30 to 100 men per girl 


in one 20-hour period. Should these girls be infected the chances of infecting 


great numbers of individuals are tremendous. 


On the other hand, the ordinary promiscuous girl cannot hope to have more 


than one-tenth this number of exposures. Assuming that equal infection exists 


in each promiscuous individual and prostitute, it is easy to see that mathe- 


matically the prostitute could infect ten times as many individuals as could the 


promiscuous girl. 


Controlled prostitution can't work 


Therefore, law enforcement agencies play a vital role in the control of 
venereal diseases. While this problem may have changed somewhat in the last 


five years because of the widespread use of antibiotics by physicians and health 


departments and because many prostitutes take penicillin at stated intervals—this 


cannot be a total answer to the question, for no one will willingly submit over 


long periods of time to weekly injections nor will he conscientiously take 


antibiotics regularly by mouth. Therefore. infectious periods continuously arise 


in most promiscuous groups and still leave us in the same position we have 


always been in — that controlled prostitution cannot possibly work in the control 


of venereal disease. 
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@ The venereal diseases are largely the by-product of community condi- 
tions which make it easy for healthy persons to be exposed intimately 


to infected persons. 


When people in a community wittingly or unwittingly, directly or 
indirectly, participate in sex activities for monetary gain, they directly 
influence the venereal disease rate of the community . . . and organized 
promiscuity and prostitution on a mathematical basis spread the venereal 


diseases by increasing exposure rates. 


We cannot measure precisely the influences of any one of a group of 
environmental factors, but we have made special studies from time to time 
on one or another factor of environment as it relates to the venereal dis- 
eases. It is generally understood that society itself is part of the total 
environment .. . and when society makes it easy for intimate sex con- 
tacts, against the very principles and foundations of our western philoso- 
phy of monogamy as the ideal family situation. it has only itself to blame 
for the poor health of its community. 


Dr. Walter Clarke, ASHA’s executive director emeritus, is collecting material 
for a history of sccial hygiene. You can greatly assist him by supplying the 
following information: 


@ What were the name and date of organization of the first society devoted 


to social hygiene objectives in your community? 
Is the present society a continuation of the first? 


Who was the principal leader and who were the most important associa- 


ates in organizing the first society ? 
What were its stated objectives? 


What event of dramatic interest marked the early history of the first 


society ? 


Dr. Clarke and all interested in the history of social hygiene will be highly 


appreciative if you will send this information to: 
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American Social Hygiene Association 
1790 Broadway 


New York 19. N. Y. 
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The family caseworker: a helping person 


by Frances Stark, Staff Supervisor 
Community Service Society of New York 


During the last 20 years. growing confidence in the scientific approach to 
problems in human relations has brought about a change in the community’s 
It is no longer taken for granted 


attitude toward personal and social problems. 
that difficulties in family relationships or frustrations in personal life inevitably 
mean a lifetime of unhappiness. More and more, people are seeking professional 
help in dealing with their problems. and are looking to the community to 
provide skilled service to aid the individual or family in achieving a personally 


fruitful life. 


and socially 


Advances in psychology, psychiatry and other fields related to personality 
growth and development have had a widespread impact on laws and social 
Social work as a developing 


institutions and on the practice of healing arts. 
profession has long since ceased to search for an explanation of personal and 


family maladjustment in environmental causes alone, and is well able to docu- 


ment its conviction that personal causes are usually primary in marital conflict, 
in problems of parent-child relationships, and in most other difficulties people 
have in getting along in the home, on the job, and in their social relationships. 


Let us say at the outset that marriage problems are usually complex and 
Marriage 


difficult to treat . . . but so are all problems in human relationships. 
inevitably brings into play all the varying forces in the personality of each partner, 


individual aspirations and needs which contribute to differing ideas of marriage 
Where one or both partners have not achieved emotional 


and parenthood. 
maturity the marriage is fraught with many hazards, for each is unable to 


consider the other's need because he is unaware of the predominance of his 


own need. 


Emotional maturity assumes that the young child has taken progressive steps 


“I come first” attitude to recognizing and accepting the needs and 


from his 
which is required for satisfactory adjustment in adulthood. 


rights of others 
We know that if the child is to take these progressive steps his emotional and 
Concomitantly, it is also true 


social, as well as physical needs, must be met. 
that the child cannot easily develop emotional maturity if he faces problems 
Under these conditions he carries over into 


beyond his capacity to handle. 
adulthood attitudes arising from these early conflicts which are inappropriate 


to his later experience and interfere with his attaining a happy marriage. 


We therefore cannot speak of marriage problems as apart from the persons 
who have the preblems. An understanding of the person with a problem is 
essential in marriage counseling as it is in counseling on any other personal prob- 


lem. It is for this reason that professional help is needed. Once a community has 


5 
| 
106 
i ‘ 


accepted this fact, it will have taken the first major step toward providing 
counseling service. 


Problems and people 

People commonly assume that interfering relatives, cultural differences or 
economic pressures cause marriage problems. Although it is our conviction 
that this is not the case, we know that any one of these factors can cause 
undue strain—even where the personalities and characteristics of the marriage 
partners dovetail to form a predominantly satisfactory union—or can accentu- 
ate the difficulties where personality-needs clash and there is chronic unhappi- 
ness in the marriage. 


Our knowledge of human growth and development points to the fact that 
all of us bring into adult life, in varying degrees, unresolved conflicts from 
childhood. It is necessarily true also that these conflicts will attempt to find 
resolution in the marriage. Consequently, the seriousness of the marriage 
problem is related to the depth of the basic personality problem and to the 
success or failure of the husband and wife in achieving a mutually gratifying 
meeting of needs. 


From babyhood we bring unresolved conflicts into our adult life. 
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Experience in family casework has taught us that a marriage can be satis- 
fying and relatively happy if the needs of the individuals are balanced . . . as, for 


instance, when a dominating woman married to a passive and dependent man 
fills the role of an overprotective mother to a pampered child. There are many 
other possible variations in adjustment in so-called adequate marriages. When 


a situation arises which upsets this balance it may expose deep-seated conflicts 
which otherwise would continue to lie dormant. Treatment would not neces- 
sarily aim to help the husband and wife achieve a more mature adjustment 
where potentials are limited. and where the marriage partners don’t want a 
change. The aim of treatment would be to help restore the disrupted balance. 


| would not wish to oversimplify the problem—this example has been sharply 
drawn for purposes of contrast. We know that even without situational obstruc- 
tions marriages of immature individuals can be fraught with constant upheavals 


even where personality-needs dovetail to form a predominantly satisfactory 


union. 


Needs at variance 


On the other hand. in the marriage in which disappointment, frustration 


and bitterness are dominant. the demands of one partner upon the other cannot 
usually be met because they conflict with the needs of the second. In some 
instances, emotional immaturity of the husband or wife indicates that they are 
not free from their childhood parental relationship. Not infrequently over- 
strong ties to his parents result in a person’s inability to assume adequately his 


expected role in the marriage partnership . . . and lead to his seeking guidance 
and comfort from his parents and to his failure to offer the mature companion- 


ship his spouse needs. 


Likewise, a husband” uncertainty about his masculinity, or a wife's rejection 
of her femininity can create serious problems in marriage. This type of 


problem requires the same careful study as the preceding one—in which a 
couple’s needs dovetail—to make the differential diagnosis from which can 


come an appropriate type of treatment. 


Despite the unhappiness of the marriage partners whose needs conflict, we must 
remember that these persons chose each other, and in many cases have a strong 


tie, pathological in some instances, very positive and necessary in others though 


not without conflict. In either case the partners may have an underlying, if not 


always apparent, wish to maintain the marriage because of the values it has 


for them. The caseworker must understand these values. and try to help the 


client assess the positives and negatives. When the client has a sufficiently 


strong personality and wants to make an adjustment. the caseworker can often 


help him achieve a more mature relationship in his marriage. 


It should be clear from the foregoing that the family caseworker does not 
have a rigid concept of a so-called “normal” marriage. The important factor 


is the extent to which the husband and wife can satisfy their needs satisfactorily 
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in marriage. The caseworkers aim, then, is to assist the persons coming to 
him for help with marriage problems to work out the most satisfying solution 
for them. 


The caseworker’s interest and warmth—as she studies the problem—is in 
itself therapeutic. As the client makes himself known to the caseworker through 
his description of his problems. he reveals his attitudes toward the other person, 
his own needs which are striving to be met. and his strengths. In this process 


the client as well as the worker often develops understanding. and the client 


participates as the caseworker attempts to use this understanding to strengthen 


his capacity to solve his problem. Where the marriage can hold no positive 


values for either partner there are often gains in a dissolution of the union. 


Professional preparation 

\s to the marriage counselor's preparation for his job. the community has 
a right to expect that practitioners in this—as in all human relationship problems 

have had an adequate education. | am glad | can say with confidence that 
professional schools of social work over the country provide this education, 
and that there is a standard-setting association (The Council for Social Work 
Education). which establishes and maintains high membership requirements 
for such schools. 

We need then to ask—what are the aims of these schools. which after com 


pletion of a two-vear course grant a master’s degree? Hollis and Taylor give 


The want" 
attitude 
is childish. 
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a succinct answer in their thorough study, Social Work Education in the United 


What is a ‘normal’ marriage? 


States, published two years ago: “The nature of these (the social worker’s duties ) 
calls for a high level of all the qualities that constitute intellectual, social and 
emotional maturity. To be genuinely a helping person. a social worker must 
have a working knowledge of the biological and psychological forces which, 


in part, shape individual behavior: he must have more than a layman’s under- 


standing of the economic. cultural and political conditions and forces that 


shape individual and group behavior. He must be able to interpret institutional, 


state and national social welfare policies in terms of these forces.” 


In addition to these general standards. a social worker during training 


acquires specific techniques and skills. These are not arbitrary nor authoritative 


standards. but are ways of helping people based on our accumulated knowledge 


of human behavior and tested in practice over the years. 


Thus, it is our conviction that family service agencies employing graduates 
of approved schools of social work have an important place in the community 


with a valuable service to offer the person seeking help with a marriage 


problem. 
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Controlled prostitution—a myth 


by Robert Y. Thornton 


®@ Do you believe that commercialized prostitution is a necessary evil, and 
that it never has been successfully suppressed ? 


@ Do you believe that authorities should set up a segregated brothel 
district where prostitutes can be licensed, medically inspected and 


controlled ? 


If your answers to these two questions are “Yes,” then you too are a victim of 


the underworld’s best job of propagandizing ... the myth of the segregated 


vice district. 


I’m no professional public moralist. But the more I have learned about com- 
mercialized prostitution, the more firmly | am convinced that it is a vicious 


racket. It adds up to a substantial business in our state, probably grossing 


over a half million a year. Moral issues aside, it brings to the community 


a train of pimps. a narcotics traffic (an estimated 40-50 of prostitutes are 


dope-users) and a tie-up with a whole host of major and minor lawbreakers. 


It spreads venereal disease . . . medical examination of prostitutes is not medi- 


cally effective. according to the American Medical Association. Not infre- 


quently it corrupts our police. If tolerated. it inevitably lowers the tone of all 


law enforcement. 


What | am about to say will come as a shock to most Oregonians. It is this: 


There are accumulating indications that a sizable underground traffic in 
prostitutes is operating on the Pacific coast. including Oregon. today. While 


this traflic is extremely well concealed. it nonetheless is in regular operation. 


Strong evidence exists that prostitutes are being shuttled about the state at regular 


intervals. Address:books confiscated from prostitutes and pimps arrested as far 


south as Stockton and Sacramento list the names, addresses and telephone num- 


bers of brothels all the way from San Diego to Alaska. 


The authorities know 


How can this organized network operate without the knowledge of the 


authorities 7 


The answer is, it doesn't. They know about it. The situation that keeps 


the trafhe alive is this: in a fair number of communities in our state and else 


where wide-open brothels are still allowed to operate. 


Does this mean that these officials and police are crooked 7 


\ few, ves. But the great majority are perfectly honest and sincere. What is 


wrong is that all of them—from the mayor and council to the police and the 
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Portlander by birth, civic leader, 
veteran, author, legal and legislative 
authority, Oregon's attorney general. 


Robert Y. Thornton 


sheriff—have swallowed hook. line and sinker the propaganda of the pro- 


curers, the pimps and the brothel-keepers: the myth that prostitution is a neces 


sary evil and cannot be stopped. 


Though this may surprise you, I've heard this phony argument from honest 


.. ve heard this from a person who rents his rundown building 
. [ve heard this from those who have 


And there isn’t one bit of factual 


police othe ials 
to a brothel-keeper at a goodly figure . 


no financial stake in keeping prostitutes. 


evidence to support this view! 


Said District Attorney John J. Pickett. who spearheaded a successful clean-up 


in Coos ( ountyv: 


“In the first place, all prostitution in this area is syndicated vice. 
am 


\ large percentage of prostitutes are known users of narcotics. 


not here dealing with generalities but refer to actual information 


' 
gained right here in Coos County through police investigation. 


“Houses are constantly being used by criminals hiding from arrest, 


and tend generally to bring into the area the type of persons who 
is another com- 


constantly have trouble with the police. Blackmail 
This was practiced in Coos County 


mon outgrowth of prostitution. 
until a short time ago by an operator who took secret pictures of his 


patrons and then threatened to expose them to their wives unless 


payment was made. The same operator doped a patron. kept him 


in this condition for three days. forced him to write checks totaling 


nearly $1,000 and then threatened him with prosecution because the 


last check was returned NSF by the bank. 


. the cases of 15-year-old children patronizing these houses 


Last vear a 17-vear-old girl was found to be 


have been numerous. 


working in one of the houses.” 


Since last January this office has given active support and cooperation to 
who have been making a determined effort to suppress 
| was greatly surprised to find that in 


district attorneys 
prostitution in their respective counties. 
a number of substantial Oregon communities city councils and various city 
. and seemingly 


and county oflicials have allowed wide-open brothels to exist 
have been taken in by the Big Lie of the shady characters who live off prostitu- 


tion. Let's have a look at some of their “arguments.” 


. 
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Does medical inspection of prostitutes prevent their customers from 


contracting a venereal disease? 


Certainly not! Here's what the American Medical Association has to say 


about medical certification of prostitutes: 


“First, the control of venereal disease requires elimination of com- 


mercialized prostitution. 


“Second, medical inspection of prostitutes is untrustworthy, inef- 


ficient. gives a false sense of security. and fails to prevent the spread 


of infection. 


“Third, commercialized prostitution is unlawful. and physicians 
who knowingly examine prostitutes for the purpose of providing 


them with medical certificates to be used in soliciting are participating 


in an illegal activity, and are violating the principles of accepted 


protessional ethics.” 


And here is what the American Social Hygiene Association has to say about 


medical doctors who sign such certificates: 


“No reputable and competent doctor will sign a statement that a 


prostitute is free from venereal diseases on the basis of the examina- 


tion made. Limited examinations and occasional blood tests for 


syphilis and smear tests for gonorrhea serve only to detect the most 


obvious cases even among those who tell the truth to the doctor and 
Failure to discover infection by such means 


cooperate in every way. 
does not prove that those examined are not infected. But the madams 


and men who exploit prostitutes do everything possible, of course. to 
make it seem that those not definitely found infected are guaranteed 


to be healthy 


“And. of course. if the prostitute is free from disease when last 


examined she may have become infected since then. And even if she 


herself is not infected, she may be at any time a mechanical conveyor 


of infection from one customer to the succeeding onc-. Medical 
certificates are by no means a reliable basis on whi man may 


select a prostitute free from disease. 


“Thus the ignorant or reckless individual who visits a brothel 
because he has a mistaken faith in a medical certificate. contracts 


syphilis or gonorrhea all the more surely because in his overconfidence 


he takes no precautions, and does not look for symptoms and consult 


a doctor when they develop.” 


No law. no health regulation can ever be devised to stamp out svphilis. the 
| 


vicious occupational discase almost every prostitute aequires sooner or later. 
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In discussing this aspect of the problem with Attorney General Edmund G. 
Brown of California a few weeks ago I learned that in tests made after a 
recent raid on a large brothel in northern California, everyone in the estab- 
lishment—including the maid and the cook—was found to have syphilis. 


(An around-the-clock brothel in an eastern Oregon town had to recess its 
operations recently because five of the girls had gonorrhea. This same estab- 
lishment is still off-limits for servicemen, presumably because soldiers con- 


tracted venereal disease there. 


The author of an article in an earlier issue of the Journal of Social Hygiene 


relates another incident: 


“... Not only are the male customers exposed to infection, but there 


is the later possibility of grave danger to marital partners. They share 
the risks though having had no share in the escapade that caused it. 
Perhaps the following true incident will illustrate this point. It relates 
to a cultured wife and mother. She and her husband lived in an 


American city where prostitution was tolerated and attempts made 


to render it safe. Inmates of the red-light houses were given medical 


examinations periodically, and each madam would proudly boast of 


the healthfulness of “my girls.’ 


“After militia drill one night. this husband. with a number of com- 


rades. took a trip “down the line. Despite the district's health super- 


vision, he contracted syphilis and transmitted it to his wife. It is 


such cases as this—and they number a host—that have made health 


authorities almost unanimous in denouncing official efforts to make 


prostitution safe by medical means.” 


Despite the fact that the law requires venereal disease cases to be reported. 


for every reported case of syphilis there is at least one case that is unreported, 


For every reported case of gonorrhea there 


perhaps untreated and infectious. 
are probably five unreported cases. according to the State Board of Health’s 


estimates. 


“district” because it had found that 
And so it has been found in hundreds 


Recently a southern city abolished its 


over 90° of the inmates were diseased. 
of studies all through the years by the American Social Hygiene Association. 


in cities both large and small. 


Does commercialized prostitution prevent sexual assaults upon a 


community's women? 


Savs Rav H. Everett. veteran executive secretary of the District of Columbia’s 


Social Hygiene Society: “On the contrary, you will find more so-called sex crimes 


in communities where commercialized prostitution has gained a strong foothold 


than in those where anti-prostitution laws are vigorously enforced. 


And this fact is also true in communities having a heavy seasonal influx of 
migratory workers. A good example is Salem, an Oregon town to which come 
large numbers of transient men at certain times to pick hops, beans and 
cherries. The city and county administrations have backed up enforcement 
officials in rigidly suppressing prostitution, and there are actually fewer sex 
cases than in certain other much smaller Oregon towns where brothels are 
allowed to operate full blast. 


Sex criminals 


Moreover, patrons of prostitutes are not ordinarily the type who attack 


women and children. Psychiatrists tell us that the man who is going to attack 
a woman or a child is a psychopathic personality who ordinarily is not interested 
in patronizing a brothel. Rather, his sexual aberration leads him to seek gratify- 
ing sexual outlet by forcibly ravishing and torturing a defenseless person. 


Here is what the foremost authority in the field, the American Social Hygiene 


\ssociation, has to say about what it calls the rape fallacy: 


“The underworld often tries to justify itself by claiming that the 
existence of a segregated district safeguards respectable women and 
girls against annoyance, insult and rape. 

“What has been the experience of cities that have extinguished the 
red lights? 

“A careful study of these cities shows that in almost every case there 
is less rape after the segregated district was closed than before. In 
no case is there evidence that the repression of prostitution has 
resulted in a ‘carnival of crime. 

“The segregated district does not lessen crime: and it breeds not 
only sexual offenses, but extortion. blackmail and other forms of 


crime and exploitation.” 


W hy take risks? 
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What about the claim that allowing brothels to operate under official 
supervision decreases disease and graft and facilitates police control 


of known crime centers? 


Legalized prostitution has been tried for decades in one European country 


after another — Denmark, Norway, France, to name only a few — and has 


heen discarded for the best reason in the world: it simply didnt work. (See 


Prostitution in Europe, a Rockefeller-financed study by the famous American 


scientist, Abraham Flexner. for a complete exploding of the myth of regulated 


prostitution. } 


During World War | General Pershing wrote: 


“Many of us who have experimented with licensed prostitution ot 


kindred measures. hoping thereby to minimize the physical evils, 


have been forced to the conclusion that they are really ineffective. 


Abraham Flexner has argued the case so convincingly that on the 


scientific side it seems to me there is no escape from the conclusion 


that what he terms ‘abolition’ as distinguished from ‘regulation’ is 


the only effective mode of combatting this age-long evil.” 


\fter the liberation of Paris in World War IL United States Army intelligence 


officers came into possession of a secret German document which forms an 


interesting sidelight here. The German army had set up a system of 42 brothels 


in Paris with a prophylactic station situated near each house. Each of the 


virls was inspected twice weekly. The documents disclosed that from January 


to August. LOV1 despite all precautions there were 3.106 new cases of 


VD in the Paris garrison of approximately 40,000 troops. About O4[° of the 


infections came from licensed prostitutes in the official houses. 


\ comparison of the Germans) VD rate with that of the American forces 


for the same period showed that the controlled vice policy of the Germans 


resulted in a VD rate more than four times as high as the United States’ rate. 


whose army and navy had adopted the policy ol repressing licensed prostitution. 


A multitude of misinformed 


But | am frankly astounded at the number of sincere people good, sub 


stantial citizens who believe prostitution should be legalized. They say 


in effect. “Prostitution has always existed and alwavs will. so why not license 


it. have the girls inspected regularly by a physician and have the premises 


rigidly policed?” Not infrequently we hear this statement from oldtime police 


officers, lawyers and physicians. 


Overlooking for the moment the sickening toll of teen-age girls who would 


be sucked into the prostitute traffic to feed this type of legalized operation, let's 


take a look at this proposal. 


| : 


The pay-off. 


Do you know how much of her earnings the average prostitute keeps? 


According to the American Social Hygiene Association: 


*. . . The ‘prostitution dollar’ spent in a brothel is ultimately dis- 
tributed about as follows: 
Resort-keeper’s share from which she must pay someone 
for the privilege of operating 50% 
Pimp’s share 20% 
Room and board paid to resort-keeper a 
Prostitute’s share of her earnings 20% 


“Experience shows that when the exploiters are knocked out. the prosti- 
tution problem is more than half solved.” 
Who is defending legalized prostitution? 
The American Social Hygiene Association sums it up neatly as follows: 
“It is strongly defended by the madams and pimps who exploit the 


prostitutes. and profit by this exploitation. 
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“It is advocated by some politicians who fatten off the pimps and 


madams. 


“It is quietly encouraged by the unscrupulous landlord who can 


force an exorbitant rent for his property. 


“It is permitted by the dishonest policeman who, for a considera- 


tion. can be induced to overlook violations of the law. 


“It is encouraged by the quack medical practitioner who profits by 


the sale of certificates of inspection and whose practice is enlarged 


by the patronage of diseased prostitutes and their patrons. 


“In short, commercialized prostitution and the regulation thereof 


is generally defended by those who are making money out of it.” 


Commercialized prostitution has been successfully suppressed by vigorous 
law enforcement from El Paso and Indianapolis to Malheur County, Oregon. 
where District Attorney Charles W. Swan and the Oregon State Police 


with the backing of an aggressive local citizenry — cleaned up an unsavory 


nest of brothels. 


Hostility comes from those who are profiting financially from prostitution. 


Profiteers are hostile 


The most caustic criticism | ever received was from a “tolerant” city admin- 


istration, some of whose members were profiting indirectly from the operation 


of the houses. 


During the last several months my staff and | have been working closely 


with the district attorneys of the counties concerned and making real progress. 


But unfortunately in some of the “open” communities where a clean-up was 


made. the brothels are open once more. 


Profiteering 
breeds 


tolerance.” 
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Under Oregon’s laws, enforcement of criminal statutes is vested in local 
authorities. Local enforcement officials are responsible to the citizens of their 


city and county to see to it that the criminal laws are enforced in their entirety. 


The legislature has provided that they shall not be superseded except upon order 


of the Governor. 


Open commercialized prostitution can exist only with police protection, active 


or passive. 


Honest law enforcement can break up commercialized prostitution with rela- 
tive ease. And oddly enough even corrupt enforcement officials can do this 


when they realize they will lose their jobs unless they prevent open prosti- 


tution. [I am convinced that the overwhelming majority of our police will 


enforce the laws against prostitution activities if they have the backing of 


the citizens. 


As former Governor Charles A. Sprague has remarked. “Law enforcement 
depends in a large measure on local pressures. Like liberty it calls for eternal 


vigilance. Unless the public insists on strict law enforcement, officials are apt 


to grow lax and tolerant of violation until some scandal breaks which stirs 


them to action.” 


The citizen's part 


Yes, law enforcement isn’t just the job of the cop on the beat. Citizens should 


be playing an equally important role. There are many ways you can help. 


@ Meet your law enforcement officers — city, county and state. Policemen 


are human beings. Most of them are family men. and they like to have 


good citizens for their friends. Show them you are interested in the 


kind of job they are doing. Ask them how you can help. 


Report to your police and public officials those persons whom you have 


reason to feel are engaged in the organized prostitution racket. 


If you can’t get action, form a citizens’ group to support your law 


enforcement officials in creating a wholesome community. 


Lend your support in raising educational qualifications and salaries of 
police officers. The key to good law enforcement lies in professionaliz- 
If you don't think so. look at the FBI. 


ing police work. 


Support appropriations for crime-prevention activities like youth centers 


and recreational facilities. 


The licensed brothel has no place in a sound public health and socia! welfare 


program. You, the citizen, if you are willing to make the effort. can do much 


to reduce your city’s crime potential and help in preventing the illness. unhappi- 


ness and tragedy growing out of venereal disease and prostitution. 
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James 


Bronson 


Reynolds 


Pioneer in the fight against commercialized prostitution 


As if thoughtfully designed for the purpose, the personality, training and 
experience of James Bronson Reynolds prepared him to make his great and 
unique contributions to social welfare and particularly to the social hygiene 


movement in the United States. 


Broadly educated at Yale and Columbia, widely traveled in Europe and the 
Far East. acquainted with the poor and neglected of our greatest city through 
his social settlement work, familiar with practical politics and government 
as seen from inside Seth Low’s reform administration of New York City and 
as a member of Theodore Roosevelt's “kitchen cabinet,” devoted to civic welfare 
as to a modern religion. Reynolds was the first to differentiate sharply between 
essential facts and hysterical fancies in the early vice investigations and to plan 


a sane. practical. socially just program for combatting commercialized prosti- 


tution and the related traffic in women and girls. 


By following the Lroad program designed by Reynolds the people of the 


United States have reduced commercialized prostitution nearly to a minimum 


and have virtually eradicated the white slave traffic. 


we 
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One who knew him well recently wrote the following comment on Reynolds’ 
personality: “My first impression of Mr. Reynolds remains fresh in my memory 
after nearly 40 years have passed. In the spring of 1914 President Charles W. 
Eliot sent me from the graduate school of Harvard University to the newly 
founded American Social Hygiene Association, of which he was president. 
| was an applicant for a position as field secretary, and President Eliot ‘recom- 
mended me to the consideration’ of Mr. Reynolds, the general counsel and 


senior director of the Association. 


“Mr. Reynolds received me at the Association’s office at LO5 West 40th Street. 
New York City. A man of slight figure and medium height. he possessed great 
dignity and at the same time extraordinary warmth and friendliness of per- 
sonality. On that occasion and always when he appeared in public Mr. Reynolds 


wore the formal attire of distinguished lawyers of that day—a long morning-coat. 


striped trousers, winged collar, Ascot tie, black shoes with spats. Far down 


his nose he wore a pince-nez with a ribbon attached. 


“Regarding me with a twinkle in his bright blue eyes he greeted me. as he 
did everyone, with a humorous remark and a smile that seemed to say, ‘Don't 


take the regalia too seriously... He welcomed me as though I were someone 


important with whom it was a privilege for him to confer. 


A revealing interview 
“The morning passed swiftly in pleasantest conversation during which, I 
realized later, Mr. Reynolds learned all about me—my background, education 


and experience, my interests and ambitions and even my pitifully amateur 


ideas about the future of the new social hygiene movement. He seemed especially 
interested in the fact that | expected soon to marry. Very happy in his own 
marriage, Mr. Reynolds attached great importance to the influence of a wife on 


her husband’s career. 


“At the time of this first interview, LO years before his death due to heart 
disease. Mr. Reynolds was already suffering considerable pain. Several times 
during the morning he paused to take drugs to ward off an attack of angina 
pectoris. This he did with a humorous remark about ‘keeping the old hulk 
afloat a little longer’ and ‘athlete’s heart. He had been a topnotch runner at 


Yale. 


“His gentle but penetrating questions. his whimsical observations on current 
affairs, his beautiful voice and polished speech often hesitating over the choice 


of the exact word, his woridwide experience. his kindness and humor held me 


captive as it had so many others who came under the spell of his charm and 


felt the inspiration of his social vision. 


“I had come as an applicant for a position with a good salary attached. | 


left hoping ardently for an opportunity to work with James Bronson Reynoids 


for the great objectives he envisaged. He remains to this day my ideal of a 


cultured gentleman fully dedicated to the service of humanity.” 
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was born in 1861, in Kiantone, N. Y.. the son of a Congregational minister. 
Yale in 1884, he spent a year abroad, traveling and 


\ccording to the obituary record of Yale graduates, 1925-24, Mr. Reynolds 


\fter graduating from 
taking courses at Paris and Heidelberg. Upon his return, he attended Yale 
Divinity School and was on the graduate committee of the Yale YMCA. He 


then studied law at New York University and was admitted to the bar. 


In 1910 he became assistant district attorney of New York and as head of 
the Complaint Bureau was counsel to the grand jury summoned to investigate 
1913 he became counsel to the American Social 


the white slave traflic. In 
Hygiene Association and American Vigilance Association, and was a member 
of the Committee of Fourteen. which worked to suppress houses of prostitution. 


He was chairman of the executive board of the Volunteer Defenders Com- 


in LOLT and engaged in legal investigations for the intelligence division 


mittee 
of the War Department for three months in 1918. 


The breadth of his interest was further demonstrated in his being president 
of the American Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology, and in his con- 
tributions to the Atlantic Monthly. Other groups to which he belonged or in 
which he held office were the Social Reform Club, Society of the Friends of 


Russian Freedom. National Prison Association, American Bar Association, New 
Haven County Bar Association, National Municipal Reform League, Century 
\ssociation, and Municipal Art Society. He was a member of the Madison 


Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City. 


In 1898 he was married in London to Florence Blanchard Dike of New 


York City. He died in 1924. 


They had no children. 


The events and influences that brought Mr. Reynolds into a position of lead- 
ership in the early fight against commercialized prostitution and the white 


slave trathe are best deseribed in a short account written by Mr. Reynolds 


himself for the Journal of Social Hygiene in October, 1919. 


Pioneer experiences 


“My determined purpose to fight commercialized vice came through a series 


of shocks which roused me to serious consideration of the problem. In London 


in 1885, just out of Yale, | witnessed the demonstrations following exposures 
by William T. Stead of the traffic in girls in that city. His Maiden Tribute 


to Modern Babylon, as will be recalled, startled and appalied England. 


“Popular resentment was further inflamed by the miscarriage of justice which 
let the actual malefactors go free. but because he had brought the iniquities to 
Indignation over this 


light sent Stead himself to prison on a_ technicality. 
injustice became so hot that a sluggish and unwilling Parliament was com- 


pelled to enact the drastic legislation demanded, while platforms rang with 


condemnation of the pusillanimous public authorities. 


| 
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Mayor Seth Low 


“Years later | was asked by Bishop Potier to a preliminary reading of his 
great philippic to the mayor of New York against debauching the poor through 
the monstrous traffic in vice then officially tolerated in the city. The document 


breathed the fire and eloquence of Savonarola. and was a moral revelation and 


the beginning of a moral revolution. 


“But before this trumpet-call there came to me an awakening through a ‘contact 
shock.” While | was head worker of the University Settlement, New York, a 


workman told me an experience which had stirred all the manliness in him. 


He was a shrewd man, one not easily excited. As a gas inspector he had 


recently entered a house of prostitution in the block next to that in which I lived 


and by chance had got into conversation with some of the girls in the absence 


of the madam. 


“They told him that a few months before. a Pennsylvania farmer's daughter. 
flaxen-haired and with a sunny smile that attracted them all. had been enticed 
to New York by means of an advertisement for a nurse girl. She was brought 
to this house and after a couple of days of ‘treats and junketing’ with the madam 
was told the life for which she was destined. On her knees she pleaded for 


release. but in vain. She was locked in an inner room and made the victim of the 


first comer who would pay the price for her innocence. 


“Close confinement continued until her spirit was broken. She remained 


three months in the den of shame until sent to a hospital to die from venereal 


disease. That such a hideous tragedy had occurred almost within call was 


a shock that struck home. and my personal duty to take part in the fight was 


made clear and irresistible. 
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“Within a year a chance for aggressive action came through the invasion of 
our respectable tenement-house neighborhood by the infamous ‘red light.” With 


Robert Paddock. now Episcopal bishop of eastern Oregon, and others, | joined 


in insistent protest to the police, and at the request of the district attorney 


became the complaining witness in a test case against a prominent police 


official. 


“Before the potice case was closed | had become secretary to the mayor of 


New York. Information soon came to me that employment agencies licensed 


by the city, especially those dealing with immigrants, were sending girls to 


houses of prostitution. receiving for the job many times the price paid for 


placing a girl in a reputable position. 


“To be sure of my facts before calling in the police and having no public 


funds at command, | laid my information before the late Grace H. Dodge. 
With a quick generosity she agreed to meet the expense of the inquiry. My 
investigator found the managers of 67 out of 300 agencies in New York willing 


to ‘deliver the goods.” the only condition sometimes imposed being that the 


girls should be taken out of the city “so that there would be no comeback.’ 


“[ then sought police aid. Arrests followed and the first convictions in New 


York City of employment agents for this offense. 


“In this inquiry | learned the ease with which an interstate trafic in vice 
could be carried on because of defects in state laws. the hampering territorial 


limitations of municipal police jurisdiction and the need of standard state 


laws and of national legislation. The importance of these national laws, later 
I 


passed, was fully appreciated by the then attorney general, Mr. Wickersham. 


who told me that during their first year on the statute books he spent more 


money to establish high standards for their thorough enforcement than for the 


application of any other national law except the Sherman Act. 


A twentieth-century spirit 


“My various actual experiences and deeper study of the problem gradually 


forced me to abandon the generally accepted belief of the 19th century, that 


some form of toleration and segregation with medical supervision was on the 


whole the best means by which this ineradicable evil could be restrained and 


reduced. Furthermore. | saw that in this field must be applied the same exact 


scientific method that had been found essential for the understanding and 


handling of other economic and social problems. 


“While in the office of the district attorney of New York County. | was 


assigned for six months as special counsel to the so-called white slave grand 


jury, of which Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr.. was foreman. The investigations. 


resulting in 26 convictions. brought out in appalling clarity the ruthless com- 


mercialism and sinister solidarity of the underworld of vice. 


“Another experience brought me into direct touch with the demands of 


the international problem. In 1906, under President Roosevelt. | was at work 


Theodore Roosevelt 


on certain matters of social reform, when Dr. O. Edward Janney. chairman of 
the National Vigilance Committee, of which | was a member, came to Wash- 
ington to promote the ratification of the International White Slave Treaty, 
already approved by the Senate. but pigeonholed thereafter. On his request 
| secured an audience with the President. who gave us immediate authoriza- 
tion to ask the Secretary of State to act in the matter. Prompt ratification 
followed. and our country thus joined the league of nations to suppress the 


international Commerce in women. 


“All my varied experiences have taught how extensively the vice traflic inter- 
penetrates other social and economic relations. and my conviction has deepened 
that commercialized prostitution is essentially a form of slavery. whether eco- 
nomic. physical, mental, or moral—a slavery against which every nation whose 


citizens believe in justice and righteousness must wage relentless war. 

“Faith that commercialized vice as a trade may be practically wiped out 
has grown with the success that has attended less than two decadgs of strong 
organized effort in this country. Education of publie sentiment. constant 


pressure on public officials. steady promotion of clear-cut legislation, and faith, 


eternal faith, will secure progressive victory. 


“That victory may not mean the extinction of immorality nor the ending of 
prostitution, but it will mean the end of red-light districts, tolerated vice, police 
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protection of houses of prostitution, alliance of public officials with protected 
vice, and the intermunicipal and international traffic in women. It will mean 
the curtailment of venereal diseases and a host of ills directly and indirectly 
consequent thereon, the education of youths and adults as to one of the funda- 
mental facts and forces of life, and the abolishment of the cruel exploitation 
of weak and defenseless girls and women in order to maintain a traffic no longer 


regarded as a ‘necessary evil, but as an intolerable iniquity.” 


James Bronson Reynolds was head resident of the University Settlement in 
New York City at the same time that Jane Addams presided over Hull House 
in Chicago and Robert Woods directed the activities of South End House in 
Boston. These three great leaders, with a few others, were the founders of the 
modern scientific method in social work—a method based on careful study 


of actual conditions and requiring highly specialized professional training. 


Mr. Reynolds brought this method to bear on the problems of commercialized 


prostitution at a time when the social hygiene movement was little more than 


an outery of horror against the savagery and greed of exploiters and traflickers 


newly exposed by publicity attending numerous vice investigations. 


No easy victory 
Reynolds foresaw that the fight against this social evil must be a long. hard 
one that could be won only in proportion to the development of high standards 
of morals in government and a sense of responsibility on the part of leaders 
for the protection of the poor, ignorant and helpless. This. he saw, would 
involve wise and accurate, not sensational and exaggerated, educational programs 


designed to reach thoughtful people. 


Reynolds conceived of the rounded attack on commercialized prostitution as 
starting with efforts to knock the profits out of this business. He understood 
that the profit motive was a principal factor and that to the exent that profits 
and profiteers could be eliminated this ancient evil, previously considered neces- 
sary. could be reduced in volume and flagrance. Third-party interest, cer- 
tainly not the interest of the victimized woman nor her customers, kept the 


business Lome, 


The brothel institutionalized this exploitation and provided an open and 
convenient market where girls could be and were sold into virtua! slavery. A 
mest important step in eliminating the white slave trafic was to outlaw and 


close all brothels. 


British leaders. notably Josephine Butler, had already pointed out that it 
is intolerable that the state, through local governments, should profit by and 
be a partner in the prostitution business through any system of licensing. This 
was the position of the “abolitionist.” who urged the abolition of all regulations 
which implied any responsibility whatever on the part of the state for the 
safety or sanitation of commercialized prostitution. Reynolds went further 
and carried American leaders with him—in demanding that the state eradicate 
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the prostitution business itself as obviously contrary to public welfare. He 


cited the legal principles underlying social and police measures for accom- 


plishing these ends. 


At a time when the individual prostitute was regarded by good people 
generally as an unspeakable outeast worthy only of the gutter and prison, Rey- 
nolds was able—because of his intimate knowledge of and sympathy for the 
poor and neglected people of great cities—to view her as “more sinned against 
than sinning.” victim of the atrocious avarice of exploiters and of the indif- 
ference and ignorance of Christian communities. He was. in fact, one of the 
first Americans to have the courage to look deeply into the cesspool of com- 
mercialized prostitution and feel pity for the victims who struggled there for 
a while... until they realized that they had been abandoned by all respectable 
people and presumably also by God. He felt burning indignation against those 
who made money out of so cruel a business and he knew that the surest way 
to correct the evil was to turn upon it the spotlight of truth by means of 


scientifically accurate publicity. 


Reynolds rightly assumed that when decent people knew the truth they 
would act correctively. His own social status. culture and refinement made it 
easier for other leaders to join him in a sane approach to a formidable under- 
taking—nothing less than changing radically the prevailing attitude of the 


public toward prostitutes and their exploiters. 


To work out the practical details of the broad design conceived by Reynolds 
was the task of other men and women. A brilliant litthke group of young men 
picked up this task and worked at it vear after year until they achieved their 
first goals—they built up public opinion against commercialized prostitution, 
they saw to it that social and legal instruments were devised and generally used 
in the United States. and they established an independent voluntary agency 
the American Social Hygiene Association—not subject to politi al tides. which 


continues to press onward toward the distant goals set by the founding pioneers. 


Another generation 


Most eminent) among these men—young when they began work —are 
Bascom Johnson, who ,in a lifetime effort became the acknowledged legal 
authority in this field of law and public administration. and Paul M. Kinsie. 
whose factual studies of prostitution conditions beginning in 1913 and con- 
tinuing to the present have provided the solid foundation for the great success 
of the American Social Hygiene Association’s efforts in legal and social 


pre tection. 


In his brief and simple address at the time of Mr. Reynolds’ funeral, the 
Rev. Richard T. Elliott, pastor of the church to which Reynolds belonged, 
truly said: “If the estimate of a man’s value to society rests upon the number of 
those he has inspired. many would testify to the worth of this man.” 
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by Elizabeth B. McQuaid 


1 House Is Not a Home, by Polly Adler (New York, Rinehart, 1953, 374 p. 
*4.00) is the story of New York’s most famous madam in the lush 20's 


and sobering 30°s.) The reviewer is ASHA’s director of legal and social 


prot ction. 


Polly Adler's book, a best seller for months, still attracts attention. Appar- 


ently, the book’s subject rather than its literary quality boosts sales. 


The author, former member of the “oldest profession.” discloses much of 
her life history but glosses over many episodes in the early years of her notorious 


career from New York’s Second 


Avenue to Riverside Drive. 


Polly dedicated her book to her “friends.” Doubtlessly a number of her former 
inmates, if they read her story. will sav. “She can’t mean me.” Those who 


knew her and watched her climb to fame realize she knew all her trade’s tricks. 


and most of the answers. They also know she was not always the good Samaritan 
she repeatedly portrays herself to be in her book. Like her contemporaries, 
Polly pocketed the lion’s share of her ill-gotten gains, and had the reputation 
of never giving a sucker a break. Her ego, apparently, led her to glamorize her 
establishments. for she knew full well her resorts never were in the same league 
with Nettie Gordon's in Pittsburgh nor Vicki Shaw’s in Chicago. She tries 


to convey the impression that she was more exploited than exploiting. but she 


Was as avaricious as the worst of them and no better than the best. 


Like many others. she nurtured the illusion that a weekly examination of 


her “girls” meant safety and protection for her patrons. 


And as for what she thought of those she exploited? Let her tell you: “Who 
wants to be a pariah. a social outcast—-treated with contempt. jailed, beaten. 
robbed and finally kickea into the gutter when she is no longer salable? 


\ prostitute can count on no more than LO money-making years. Then she 


is through—if not dead or diseased. so broken by drugs. alcohol and the 


steady abuse of her body that no one will hire her again.” 


Finally, after 32 years in the racket Polly decided to quit. The main reason 


she offers is “I wasn't born in a whorehouse and I'm not going to die in one.” 


She forgot to add that the going got too tough. 


Paul M. Kinsie 
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A Platform for Social Hygiene 


* For every child . . . education in personal and family living. 


* For high school students . . . preparation for satisfying, 


responsible maturity. 


* Guidance for all in the right use of sex .. . including training 
for marriage and parenthood. 


* Coordinated social hygiene services in every community. 


* Protection from VD for everybody .. . all over the world. 


* Wholesome communities .. . for servicemen, for you and me. 


* Workable laws against prostitution and VD . . . vigorously 


enforced. 


ASHA is dedicated to this platform. We invite you to join 
with us in working toward these goals. They hold out to 
each individual the opportunity to develop his potentiali- 
ties without exploitation and with full regard for the rights 


of others. 


AMERICAN SOCIAL HYGIENE ASSOCIATION 


1790 BROADWAY ° NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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